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The TV Shows We Want to See:
Lost Scripts from Libraryland A t the time this article was written, the Writers Guild of America, representing more than 12,000 movie and television writers in their contract with the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers, were still on strike. Begun in early November, the strike continues to have an impact on the production of movies and prime-time TV programs, even though most studios had stockpiled dozens of movie scripts and TV shows had enough scripts or completed shows in hand to last until early 2008. As television producers begin to pull those scripts from their bottom drawers, will they finally show us the TV shows we want to see? Read from this sampling of what to expect when those lost scripts from libraryland are finally aired:
Here's the lost script from Heroes, NBC's Emmy and Golden Globe epic drama that chronicles the lives of ordinary people who discover they possess extraordinary abilities. As the show starts, a total eclipse casts its shadow across the globe, seemingly calling forth a multitude of everyday men and women with special powers. (For more background on the story, go to http://www.nbc.com/Heroes/.)
[Hiro has just returned to present-day Tokyo from 17th Century Japan. He is anxious to discover if his encounters with legendary swordsman Takezo Kensei have changed recorded history. He and Ando decide to look it up at the Tokyo Metropolitan Library. As the two men approach the library's entrance, they speak in Japanese (to be subtitled in English as follows 
O R E G O N L I B R A R Y A S S O C I A T I O N
forensic evidence to convict that scum bug who whacked her.
Grissom: I'd love to take the credit, but it should really go to that new intern.
Brass: Intern?
Grissom: Haven't you met her? Gina? She worked tirelessly on this case. She's got amazing street smarts. It's really something the way she was able to get inside the killer's mind and crack this case.
Brass: You don't say … ? Hmm, that reminds me, how is the search going for Sara Sidle's replacement? Grissom: (Groans) Let's just say Sara is going to be a tough act to follow. Why do you ask?
[Cut to: Break room. The aforementioned intern, Gina, is mulling over the paltry selection in the vending machine. Grissom enters.] Grissom: Gina, in case I forgot to mention it, great job on the Jane Doe case.
Gina: Oh, it was nothing, boss. Just doing the job you're … er, not paying me for. Heh heh.
Grissom: Speaking of that … I don't know if you've heard, but we're in the middle of a search for Sara Sidle's replacement. How would you like to take over the job … at Sara's tenured salary?
Gina:
Gosh, what an honor … I'm flattered. But I have to say no. I'll be starting Library School at U Dub in January.
Grissom: Library School? Gina, I'm offering you a high-paying job with one of the most prestigious crime labs in the country. Not to mention we're still the #1 rated show in the Nielsen's after eight grueling seasons. Young Man: Well, the family story is that my great-great-aunt was the library director in an Eastern Oregon town about 150 years ago. Apparently, this item was declared 'surplus furniture' after the library building was renovated, so the town let my aunt have this for free as a token of appreciation for her many years of service. My grandmother, who was the first to inherit it, told me that her great aunt was also an avid gardener. She used to keep seed packets in the little drawers. See, she kept flower seeds here, and vegetable seeds in this row.
Gina
Gloria: Seeds, eh? Do you have any idea about its original purpose?
Young Man: Well, not really. My grandmother let me keep my miniature racing cars in these lower drawers when I was a kid. She passed away a few years ago and left the unit to me.
Gloria:
Well, I've only seen a few pieces like this before, but I've conferred with my colleagues and we all agree. It's a library card catalog, and apart from a few pieces of dirt, some scattered seeds, and what looks like a scratch from a rake here on the front (Gloria points at the scratch with her laser pointer), it's in perfect condition. This is a fine example of furniture from the Art Deco period. Notice the metal of choice from that period used on the decorative drawers. The other interesting thing is that it carries a manufacturer's label: Brodart. That U.S.-based company specialized in the finest library furniture ever made. Now, do you have any idea of its value?
Young Man: Well, no. I mean, my grandmother kept it in the shed and let me play with it.
Gloria: Well, in our research we found that there was an auction in New York City a few years ago, so I can give you an estimate of auction value based on that. I estimate auction value to be within the range of $20K-$25K. Are you surprised? David: You'll be surprised to learn that this qualifies as a museum piece. I can tell you that there are a number of science museums throughout the world that would like to acquire this for their collections. I'd place insurance value at $150K-$250K.
Woman: Oh my god. You're kidding me. I had no idea.
Still want more? Then stay tuned for Dancing with the Stars. Celebrity dancer Jim Scheppke will go toe to toe with author J.K. Rowling in the upcoming final competition!
